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apology to a challenge; from an order to retreat
to a summons to charge.*
The revised version was framed and published with
the full knowledge that, in the inflamed state of both
German and French public opinion, it would make
war inevitable. It was framed and published for the
express purpose of making war inevitable. Before
sending it forth Bismarck carefully enquired of his
companions if they were ready for any and every
emergency. They replied that they were. They had,
indeed, for four years been preparing for nothing
else. It had been a gigantic task to bring the com-
posite forces of the North German Confederation up
to the Prussian standard of efficiency and armament;
but Roon had accomplished it. As for Moltke, all
his plans of campaign were complete. Since 1866 he
had himself tramped on foot the whole length of the
Franco-German frontier, and had determined in de-
tail the lines of the German advance. In 1867 he had
visited Paris, together with William I and Bismarck,
as the guest of the French Government at the open-
ing of die great International Exhibition of that year.
He had used the occasion to take long solitary walks
round the environs of the city, in order to select
the best sites from which in a siege it could be
bombarded. Nothing had been left to chance.
* The full text both of the original Ems telegram and of Bismarck's
abbreviated version will be found (translated) in Grant Robertson's
Bismarck, pp. 496-97.
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